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Religious Education
This term the children will learn that Jesus brought the good news of God’s love and reflect on what this means for them.  They will know that Jesus used his power to help others and reflect on the importance of these events.  After half-term the children will think about the importance of the celebration of the Mass.  They will know about the readings at Mass and why we should listen to them.  They will learn that at the Offertory we offer gifts to God and know and appreciate that at the Consecration the bread and wine are changed into Jesus.  As we move through the season of Lent towards Eastertide, we will reflect on Jesus’ journey through Holy week.
Literacy

The children will continue to receive regular literacy homework, which provides the children with opportunities to develop skills taught in their literacy lessons.  At home your child would benefit greatly from being heard read regularly.  A few minutes each day could make a big difference.  Reading and writing targets have also been sent home for you to support your child with what they are learning in class.
During literacy lessons the children will concentrate on the following: 
Phonics, Spellings and Vocabulary 
The children will continue to learn common spelling patterns which you can practise with your child when they bring their weekly spellings home to learn.  They will continue to investigate and classify words with the same sounds but different spellings. They will also begin to understand and learn the conventions for adding the suffix –ed for past tense and      –ing for present tense.
Grammar and Punctuation 
The use of capital letters and full stops will continue to be reinforced.  The children will be expected to use this basic sentence punctuation in all their written work.  Use of commas, exclamation marks, question marks and speech marks will also be encouraged in writing; and in reading aloud children will be encouraged to take note of different types of punctuation.

Comprehension and Composition 
The children will be studying traditional tales and stories written by the same author. They will read and write their own poetry.  The children will continue to use the language of time to structure sequences of events, e.g. when, suddenly, after.  They will also be encouraged to use connectives to extend their sentences, e.g. and, because, then, but.  The children will be encouraged to use ‘wow’ words and phrases to make their writing more creative.  Non-fiction work will involve writing explanation texts.
Numeracy
The five teaching blocks taught throughout the spring term are:
· Block A: Counting, partitioning and calculating 

· Block B: Securing number facts, understanding shape 

· Block C: Handling data and measures 

· Block D: Calculating, measuring and understanding shape 

· Block E: Securing number facts, relationships and calculating.

Year 2 children will read and write numbers up to 1000 in figures and in words.  They will know which numbers are odd and which are even.  They will count on from or back to any number in ones, including crossing tens and hundreds boundaries and count in tens crossing hundreds boundaries.  They will develop their understanding of place value and explain what each digit in a two-digit number stands for.  They will partition numbers in different ways.

The children will continue to practise their rapid recall of number facts up to 10.  They will be able to recall quickly which pairs of numbers make 20.  They will also begin to add and subtract a two-digit number to or from another two-digit number using a numberline. 

The children will begin to recognise some of the 2, 5 and 10 times-tables and explain the patterns they see.  They will use these patterns to see if other numbers belong to the sequence.  They will start to use multiplication and division.  They will write numbers sentences for multiplication and division and explain what their number sentences mean.
Children will know doubles of numbers up to 10 and use what they know to work out halves.  They will understand the connection between doubling and halving.  They will use their knowledge of halving numbers to work out half and a quarter of a set of objects or a shape.  They will also begin to work out three quarters.

The children will apply their mathematical knowledge in solving problems and be able to describe what they do.  

The children will complete symmetrical pictures and draw a line of symmetry on a shape.  They will use appropriate vocabulary to describe shapes.  They will make half, quarter and whole turns and begin to understand clockwise and anti-clockwise.
Year 2 will develop their skill of using lists and tables to sort information.  They will make their own block graphs and be able to answer questions about other people’s graphs.

The children will use a ruler to measure how long something is, read numbers on a scale and work out the numbers between them.

Year 2 will develop their understanding of time and learn to tell the time when it is quarter past, half past or quarter to the hour.  They will begin to understand that a quarter past three is the same as three fifteen.

Science

This terms topics are Grouping and Changing Materials, and Plants and Animals.
Creative Curriculum
Our topic for the first half-term is Ancient Egypt.
The children will learn to distinguish between ‘ancient’ and ‘modern’.  They will develop their map finding skills by locating Egypt on a world map.  They will also label a map of Egypt and identify key landmarks such as the River Nile.  The children will learn all about the River Nile and why it is so important to Egyptians.  

To develop their investigation skills the children will learn to ask questions about ancient Egyptian artefacts and objects.  They will write their name in hieroglyphics.  They will develop their ICT skills by using the internet to find information for themselves.  They will prepare a short presentation with a partner and share what they have learnt with the class.  
The children will develop their art skills when learning about Egyptian Gods and Goddesses.  They will design and paint their own Egyptian God or Goddess.  They will investigate and learn about mummies, pyramids and famous pharaohs.  We will finish our topic by having an Egyptian themed dressing up day.
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In our second half-term we will be looking at new life and plants, and also the Royal Jubilee.  Most of our work on plants will be taught through our science lessons, in which we will grow different plants and investigate what plants need to grow.

In our work on the Royal Jubilee we will be learning all about the history of the Queen.  We will be designing and making Jubilee Gardens and learning about the Commonwealth.
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