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                                      St. Mary’s R.C. Primary School Swinton 

English Policy 2010
                        MISSION STATEMENT

The reason for the existence of St. Mary’s Roman Catholic School is to bring each child to the knowledge, love and service of Almighty God, and to help each child to develop his/her full spiritual, moral, academic and physical potential.  This will be achieved in a caring atmosphere reflecting the true spirit of Christ’s love and compassion for all.

The school is an integral part of St. Mary’s parish, and the children and their families will be encouraged to consider themselves as participating members of St. Mary’s parish community
Introduction

English is a core subject of the National Curriculum.

All learning takes place through the use of language, both inside and outside the classroom.  An ability to communicate effectively in both speech and written forms and to read a wide range of texts is essential if children are to achieve their full potential.  Our school views the acquisition of language skills to be of the utmost importance and so the teaching of all aspects of English is given a high priority.

The nature of Language & Literacy Skills

“Pupils’ abilities should be developed within an integrated programme of speaking and listening, reading and writing. Pupils should be given opportunities that interrelate the requirements of the Range, Key Skills and Standard English and Language Study sections.”    

Key Stages 1 and 2 of the National Curriculum 1995(HMSO)
The National Literacy Strategy Framework covers the statutory requirements for Reading and Writing in the National Curriculum for English and contributes substantially to the development of Speaking and Listening.


The National Literacy Strategy Framework for Teaching DfEE 1998

Aims
· To enable children to use language as listeners, speakers, readers and writers.

· To encourage children to recognise and understand how meanings may be created.

· To enable children to understand and use appropriate language, including Standard English, for different purposes.

· To provide opportunities to monitor and assess the language development of each child.

· To enable children to become confident and competent language users through a whole language approach.

· To foster opportunities for children to find enjoyment and success in their language work.

· To enable children to become visually literate.

· To provide opportunities for the children to read and hear stories from the gospels and to be made aware of the care and compassion of God.

· To foster a partnership with parents to support children’s language development.
Our teaching in Year 1 –Year 6 is planned from the New Literacy Framework taking account of the National Curriculum Programmes of Study for Speaking and Listening.  There are five literacy lessons per week.  We follow the literacy-hour lesson model flexibly but ensure that the appropriate balance of whole class, group and individual teaching is retained.  Additional time in the week is set aside for independent reading and writing when this is appropriate.
In the EYFS opportunities are planned for CLLD development through teacher led and child initiated activities across the EYFS curriculum areas.
We make clear to children the qualities we are looking for in their work.  Children are given opportunities to evaluate and reflect on their own work in order that they may develop their own sense of quality.  Teachers give clear feedback to children so they know where they have succeeded and what they need to do to improve further.  We keep records of each pupil’s progress in speaking and listening and reading.  A book containing pieces of written work, which have been assessed, provides evidence of progress in writing.  At the end of each school year we assess pupil’s progress towards the level expected at the end of the Key Stage and set new learning targets as appropriate.

                                          Curriculum Policy for Speaking and Listening

This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of Speaking and Listening in our school

The Nature of Speaking & Listening

We use language to express our emotions and to develop our spirituality both as speakers and listeners.

Jesus gave us the example of Mary and Martha; Mary chose to listen to the words of Jesus instead of preparing the meal.  Jesus said “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled over so many things, but just one thing is needed.  Mary has chosen the right thing and it will not be taken away from her. (Luke 10: 38-41)

And again we are told in the scriptures that there is a time for everything.

“Everything that happens in this world happens at the time God chooses.

He sets….. the time for silence and the time for talk”. (Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8).

Talking is a means of learning. In a balanced curriculum, opportunities for exploratory talk, where children shape thoughts in new ways, as well as presentational skills, where children present ideas that are already formed, should be stressed. Children need to be able to express themselves orally in an appropriate way, matching their style and response to audience and purpose and they need opportunities to work in groups of different sizes.

This school recognises that effective communication can be achieved by focusing on activities based on purposeful language interactions. Purposeful talk is one of the major means through which children construct and refine their understandings of language.  We aim to underpin all language activities with talk, as it is a vital part of the whole learning process and therefore cannot simply be developed in isolation.

Entitlement

The opportunity to develop effective Speaking and Listening skills:

· to develop and use the vocabulary and grammar of Standard English, whilst being encouraged to value each other’s accent and dialect;

· to adapt their speech to a widening range of circumstances and demands;

· to listen, understand and respond appropriately to others.
All children will be given the opportunity to participate at least once a year in a school performance to an audience of parents, governors and children. School assemblies will also provide opportunities to “perform” before a larger audience.

Circle Time in all classes offers the children the chance to build relationships and communicate thoughts, ideas and feelings.

Provision

Both within Literacy lessons and across the curriculum we aim to provide opportunities for discussion, negotiation; group interaction; brainstorming; reflective response to own and others’ contributions; reading and retelling; storytelling; news telling; drama; reporting; debating and arguing; questioning and enquiring.  We aim to create an environment, which promotes active listening and learning and productive talking; a caring environment where others listen, show an interest in and value what they say.

The interactive nature of the first half of the Literacy lessons promotes Speaking and Listening skills and objectives are explicitly identified in Literacy short term plans where reference is also made to the range of texts and the nature of working groups.

Opportunities for Speaking and Listening are also explicitly highlighted in medium term plans across the curriculum.

The school also follows the objectives outlined in the New Literacy Framework where greater importance is placed on speaking and listening activities, group interaction and discussion and drama opportunities. These areas are now included in most Literacy lessons.

Early Years Foundation Stage

Great emphasis is placed on developing the speaking and listening skills of the under fives. Speaking and Listening is encouraged in the context of structured play and role play. The children learn nursery rhymes and build up a repertoire of stories and traditional tales.

Special Educational Needs

Activities within the classroom are planned in such a way as to encourage full and active participation by all children irrespective of ability.  Where an additional adult is available in the Literacy lessons they are encouraged to sit with the children to re-phrase questions, to prompt and support their participation during the whole class sessions.

Children with specific speech and auditory problems are identified and specialist help sought where appropriate

ICT links

Participation in computer activities offers many opportunities for paired or group discussion and decision-making. Talking Books and the use of IWB, Internet all help to develop speaking and listening skills.

Parental Involvement

Within the context of the home/school partnership, parents are encouraged to see the value in time spent talking and listening to their children.  They are helped to see how Speaking and Listening skills enrich those of Reading and Writing. The annual meeting for the parents of Reception children, and the accompanying Parents’ booklet, suggest ways in which parents can support their children’s oral development.

Other Agencies

Visiting theatre groups, speakers of various kinds, trips and activities are all used to promote listening skills and to stimulate lively and purposeful talk.

Assessment

Assessment is undertaken in line with the school’s Recording and Assessment policy.

Children in Nursery are assessed using the developmental age bands.

Reception class children are assessed using the EYFS Profile scale points.

QCA assessment sheets are used each term.
Assessing Pupil Progress (APP) has been introduced to assess speaking and listening activities, group interaction and discussion and drama opportunities. 

Curriculum Policy for Reading
This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of Reading in our school.

The Nature of Reading

Reading is not simply the decoding of black marks on a page, but involves the ability to read, with understanding, a wide range of different types of text including fiction, poetry, non-fiction and environmental print.

In order that pupils become successful, enthusiastic readers they need to learn to use a range of strategies to access the meaning of a text. This principle is at the heart of the National Curriculum for English and consequently the New Literacy Framework, which emphasises teaching at text, sentence and word level. 

Our school is committed to delivering the objectives outlined in the NLF document.

Success in reading has a direct effect upon progress in most other areas of the curriculum and is crucial in developing children’s self-confidence and motivation. 

Competence in reading is the key to independent learning and therefore the teaching of reading is given a high priority by all staff.

Entitlement

The opportunity and support to develop as skilled, enthusiastic, independent and reflective readers

The opportunity to read and to use a wide range of literature and non-fiction for interest, pleasure and information.

The opportunity, as their skills develop, to access bible and scriptural readings so as to aspire to the gospel values they contain.

A range of reading experiences which include:


shared reading,

guided reading,

independent group reading,

independent reading,

performance reading,

being read to, 


ICT based texts.
Teaching which fosters:

· imaginative responses to what is read,
· the consideration of the quality and depth of what is read;

· the use inference and deduction,
· an evaluation of texts, referring back to relevant passages to 

                    support opinions.

Provision

In accordance with the principles of the New Literacy Framework, children will be taught to make use of all appropriate reading strategies which aid comprehension and independent reading, and will also be helped to develop different reading styles appropriate to a wide range of texts.

In addition to the reading objectives outlined in the New Literacy Framework:


All children are encouraged to enjoy reading and have the opportunity to read regularly in silent reading sessions;


Target groups of children are given additional support by additional adults who listen to children read to develop confidence, encouraging progress.

All children are members of the school library.

Our core reading scheme(s) are Oxford Reading Tree & GINN 360, sets of which are reserved for guided reading sessions. This is supplemented by a range of reading schemes, colour coded at appropriate reading levels.

Home readers are taken from the appropriate reading levels.
Children also have access to books kept in each classroom.
Early Years Foundation Stage

The Letters and Sounds programme which begins in the Nursery, develops a child’s phonic and reading skills.  Children are then encouraged to use the skills learnt in these sessions when reading, segmenting and blending words and recognising and reading  “Tricky words”. Children in Nursery and Reception class cover a range of texts genres and are encouraged to take books home regularly. They also have opportunities to book browse to encourage them to develop reader-like behaviours, reconstructing stories and information based on their own experiences. Linking with Speaking and Listening objectives, the children are given opportunities to sequence and retell stories and talk about non-fiction texts.
Special Educational Needs 

Children with special needs are encouraged to take a full part in the Shared Reading discussions. Teachers differentiate their questioning in order to include children of all abilities both SEN and Gifted and Talented children developing personal response, literal and inferential understanding. Intervention through School Action and School Action Plus will lead to the creation of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with special educational needs. The IEP may include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to Reading.
Extra support is offered by the ELS programme in Year 1, ALS programme in Years 3 and 4 and Catch up programmes in Year 5, with Booster groups in Year 6.
ICT Links

Teachers are encouraged to make use of the computer within Literacy lessons, to develop and extend reading skills. The use of IWB and the Internet also extends reading skills.
Parental Involvement.

Parental involvement is encouraged in all aspects of school life, nowhere more so than in promoting reading among our children.

Parents support the class teacher in providing additional opportunities for the children to read aloud and by supervising phonics programmes, in the playing of games and puzzles with groups.

Parents are urged to share books and hear their children read at home. The reading record is formulated with this in mind, enabling parents to make a written comment. The reading record, a vital communication link between parents and teacher.
Other Agencies

All children are encouraged to join the local library and representatives from the library are invited into school to talk to the children. Class visits to Swinton library are arranged every year to develop the enjoyment of reading.

A Book Day with the contributions of an author/poet takes place every year to reinforce reading for pleasure and information.

Assessment

Assessment in Reading is undertaken in accordance with the school’s policy on Recording and Assessment.

Teachers monitor children’s reading progress in guided reading sessions. They also monitor target reading groups as often as possible.

Children in Nursery are assessed using the developmental age bands.

Reception class children are assessed using the EYFS Profile scale points.

Y1 children are assessed using ELS which is ongoing throughout the year.

Y2 children take the SAT in Reading in the Summer Term.

The Salford Reading Test is administered toY2 – Y6 in the Summer Term.

Y3 children take Optional SAT’s Reading Comprehension in the Summer Term.

Y4 children take Optional SAT’s Reading Comprehension in the Summer Term.

Y5 children take Optional SAT’s Reading Comprehension in the Summer Term.

Y6 children take SAT’s Reading Comprehension in the Summer Term.

Miscue analysis will be used to identify the particular learning needs of some children.
Assessing Pupil Progress (APP) has been introduced to run alongside Optional SAT’s.
 Curriculum Policy for Writing

This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of Writing in our school.

The Nature of Writing

Our school views writing as a developmental process, so each child’s capabilities at each stage is highly valued and praised.  Children learn to write in order to be able to communicate meaning to a wide range of audiences. They need to learn to match the style of their writing to the needs of their audience. They need to be able to structure their writing so that it is coherent and they must understand that correct spelling, punctuation and grammar help to make the meaning of their writing clear to the reader. They need to develop as wide a vocabulary as possible so that they are able to express their ideas in writing and can engage the interest of the reader.

It is also important that children recognise that writing is essential for learning, as a means of developing and organising, as well as communicating ideas. 

Our school is committed to delivering the objectives outlined in the New Literacy Framework document. 

Entitlement

The opportunity to develop as skilled, enthusiastic, independent and reflective writers.

The opportunity to write confidently in a range of different genres, appropriate to a variety of purposes and audiences.

For example, in line with our Mission Statement, the opportunity is given for children to write their own prayers and stories for assemblies and Mass.
A range of writing experiences which include:

          shared/modelled writing,
          guided writing,
           independent writing,

extended writing.
Teaching which fosters:

· compositional skills – developing and communicating meaning to a reader, using a wide-ranging vocabulary and an effective style, organising and structuring sentences grammatically and whole texts coherently;

· presentational skills – accurate punctuation, correct spelling and legible handwriting;

Provision

Reading and writing are closely related: each reinforcing the other.

In line with the principles of the New Literacy Framework, children need to understand from an early stage that much of their writing will be read by other people and therefore needs to be accurate, legible and set out in an appropriate way.  It is important, therefore, that they see the writing process being modelled by the teacher.

During KS1 the teaching of phonics, spelling and handwriting complements this process and is used systematically to support writing and build up accuracy and speed. Through KS2, there is a progressive emphasis on the skills of planning, drafting, revising, proof-reading and the presentation of writing. The children also continue to work on autonomous strategies for spelling and correcting their own mistakes.

Cross-curricular opportunities will be used wherever possible for providing real purposes and audiences for writing, though specific literacy skills will be taught primarily in Literacy lessons.

Early Years Foundation Stage

Children begin to “write” long before they have control of the mechanics of writing. We consider, therefore, that the Early Years classroom should provide a safe, supportive environment where they may continue to experiment and take risks alongside the development of these mechanical skills. There are both indoors and outdoors opportunities for the children to experiment with and develop their mark making skills. Independent writing opportunities are important and seen to be supportive of the programme for developing handwriting and phonics skills. These opportunities include a writing corner, role-play area and reading corner.

Special Educational Needs

We support children with educational needs with an integrated programme of specific teacher/adult help, differentiated tasks and creative activities where the criteria for success are clearly outlined at the start.

Extra support is offered through the ALS programme and Target Groups.

More able children are given opportunities to extend their skills with writing partners and differentiated work.

ICT links

Teachers are encouraged to make use of the computer within the Literacy Hour and to explore the potential of Literacy topics as a context for developing ICT skills.

Parental involvement

Parents’ meetings are regularly held to inform parents of their children’s progress and to encourage their support at home with homework and learning spellings.

Other Agencies

Author visits, pen pals, writing to organisations, letters in partnership with schools in Bologna are also encouraged. Children often enter Writing competitions which gives them a purpose to develop their writing skills.

Assessment

Assessment in writing is undertaken in accordance with the schools’ Recording and Assessment policy

Children in Nursery are assessed using the developmental age bands.

Reception class children are assessed using the EYFS Profile scale points.

All teachers make assessments against National Curriculum statements of attainment each term to contribute to formative assessment and the group target setting process.

Each child has a “Gold” book in which examples of work provide evidence of the child’s attainment and progress.  This book moves with the child from year to year.

Assessing Pupil Progress (APP) has been introduced to run alongside Optional SAT’s.
 Curriculum Policy for Spelling

This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of Spelling in our school.

The Nature of Spelling

St. Mary’s staff acknowledges that spelling is a developmental process that needs to be taught rather than simply learnt by rote. The progression is outlined below:

· Early in Foundation Stage children’s preliminary spelling is based on awareness that print carries a message and the children will use known letters or approximations to letters to represent written language.

· A semi-phonetic speller will rely on the sounds which are obvious to him/her and will often represent whole words with one, two or three letters.

· Children at the phonetic stage will choose letters on the basis of sound, regardless of conventional spelling but they are also beginning to learn spelling strategies based on visual cues.

· Transitional spellers depend less on “sounding it out” as more visual and graphic cues are orchestrated.

· Independent spellers will use phonemic strategies as a starting point to spell unfamiliar words, but as their knowledge of the English spelling system and how our language has grown increases, they will refer to grammatical conventions and begin to use morphemic cues.

Spelling is an important aspect of writing but one that should not be allowed to dominate our marking and assessment. The content of children’s writing should be valued as much as the “secretarial” skills of spelling and handwriting

Good spellers are self-monitoring. If children are to develop as enthusiastic, independent spellers we need to teach them that there is a range of strategies they can use to learn to spell. As they progress, they should be encouraged to take responsibility for their own spelling, to think about the strategies they use and to identify difficult words or areas of spelling for themselves. The ability to spell most words correctly is often closely associated with good self-esteem and affects performance in other areas of the curriculum and is therefore given a high priority during Literacy lessons.
Entitlement

The opportunity and support to develop as confident, competent spellers.

A range of experiences which foster independence and self-confidence:

· a print rich environment, where reading and writing is seen in a variety of contexts for a range of purposes, which are drawn upon as a resource for the focused teaching of spelling 

· opportunities to experiment with writing

Teaching which offers children 

· phonological awareness activities

· phonic knowledge

· an increasing range of independent spelling strategies

· the opportunity to focus on groups of words rather than words in isolation, enabling them to make generalisations about word patterns and to formulate rules

· an active, investigative approach to the related study of grammar and spelling conventions

· Proof-reading techniques and practice

Provision

The spelling objectives outlined in the New Literacy Framework form the basis of a structured whole school programme. This programme aims to promote the development of children’s knowledge, understanding and skills in spelling, appropriate to their age and ability. Work related specifically to spelling will be undertaken by the children every week.

Children are taught how to refer to dictionaries and word banks.

This is supported by the Nelson scheme, linking the teaching of spelling with the teaching of handwriting.
Early Years Foundation Stage

The Letters and Sounds programme which begins in the Nursery, develops a child’s phonic and writing skills. From Reception class children are encouraged to write independently attempting as much of a word as they can manage using the skills learnt in these sessions. These early attempts are valued and built upon. Children are discouraged from becoming too dependent on the teacher for the spelling of words and from the earliest stages are taught to look closely at words and helped to develop strategies for writing. They are given experience of rhymes and rhyming patterns and their attention is constantly drawn to print in the environment, highlighting familiar letters and words, and words within words.

Special Educational Needs

Teaching will take into account each child’s developmental stage in spelling and all the children’s best attempts at spelling will be valued and used as the staring point for further teaching.

Extra support will be provided where necessary in guided writing groups, ALS catch-up groups and Y6 booster sessions.

Spelling games are used to reinforce the learning of spellings and to make the task enjoyable.

ICT links

Spelling skills are consolidated and practised using a range of software such as Wordshark.

Children are urged to check their spelling on a computer spellchecker where appropriate. IWB and Internet websites also reinforce spelling strategies.

Parental Involvement

The school aims promote the active ongoing involvement of parents in supporting and encouraging their children’s learning of spelling. Parents are encouraged to work in partnership with the school, to play word games at home with their children to draw their attention to visual strategies

Assessment

Assessment in spelling is undertaken in line with the school’s Recording and Assessment policy.

Children in Nursery are assessed using the developmental age bands.

Reception class children are assessed using the EYFS Profile scale points.

Teacher assessments against National Curriculum statements of attainment will be made each half term to contribute to formative assessment and the group target setting process.

SAT’s and optional SAT’s are used at the end of the Year (Y2-Y6) to make summative assessments.

The school’s marking policy outlines the school’s approach to highlighting and correcting spelling in children’s independent writing.

Assessing Pupil Progress (APP) has been introduced to run alongside Optional SAT’s.

Role of Subject Leader

The Subject Leader is responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in Literacy through:

Monitoring and evaluating Literacy:-  
· pupil progress ,
· provision of Literacy (including Intervention and Support programmes)

· the quality of the Learning Environment; 

· the deployment and provision of support staff,
· taking the lead in policy development/action plans,
· auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD,
· purchasing and organising resources,
· keeping up to date with recent Literacy developments.
Resources

Resources to deliver Literacy lessons are stored in individual classrooms. Books, which are appropriate to cover the genre specific to each year group

A variety of Big Books and sets of guided reading books are stored centrally in KS1 and KS2 Departments. 

Children have access to the internet through the ICT suite.

The library contains a range of books to support children’s individual research.
Reference materials for teachers use are stored in the computer suite. 

 Conclusion

This policy also needs to be in line with other school polices and therefore should be read in conjunction with the following school policies:

Teaching and Learning Policy,

Assessment and Record Keeping,

Responding to pupils’ work / Marking policy,
Special Educational Needs Policy,
ICT Policy,
Equal Opportunities Policy,
Health and Safety Policy.

The governors agreed this policy in April 2010  and it will be reviewed in partnership with staff, parents / carers and students again on April 2012 unless there are changes in National or Local Guidance.

Signed:  Mrs I Morgan  coordinator

Signed: Mrs J Leader  Governor

Signed: Mrs D Raynor Headteacher
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