ST MARY’S R C PRIMARY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2011
Dear Parents
We come to the end of our first term of this academic year. During this half term the children have worked hard and experienced a variety of learning opportunities. Year 6 class had a great day at Crucial Crew, Years 3 and 5 worked alongside bakers from Warburtons bakery and made some interesting loaves of bread. The children listened attentively to a presentation delivered by the Road Safety team on how to stay safe on the roads. During Anti-bullying week the children were reminded of the message that unkind words hurt and watched a concert performed by Make Jesus Known to remind us to live our lives more like Jesus. The children have continued to learn through the creative curriculum and have finished this term with their assessment tests before the Christmas celebrations commenced! 
Our Christmas celebrations were launched by the performance of “A Christmas Miracle” by the  Rhema Theatre Company. The Christmas story was performed in a meaningful yet humorous way, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all. It was a joy to see the excitement on so many children’s faces, as well as being reminded of the greatest story ever told!  Many thanks for your kind generosity and support, which has enabled the PTA to pay for this show. Our Christmas festivities continued with an excellent, entertaining performance from Key Stage 1 children and the EYFS children who sang beautifully at their carol concert. Following on from the Christmas party season on Monday and Tuesday, we will end our term with the true meaning of Christmas with our carol service this Wednesday morning at 9:15am.
Congratulations to all the staff and last year’s Year 6 pupils for achieving 100% Level 4+ in the Key Stage 2 SATS. St Mary’s came second in the Salford LA league table. 
The Gift of Giving and helping others less fortunate than ourselves has been our theme throughout Advent. The children have raised £291 for CAFOD’s World Gifts which include piglets, school starter packs, teaching someone to read, water for a family and drought resistant crops. The Shoebox appeal was again a great success and the boxes are on their way to bring a smile to the faces of many Eastern European children.
Holiday homework: To write a thank you letter either to Father Christmas or to someone who has given them a present for Christmas.
Congratulations to all our October half term holiday competition/homework:
Year 1: Diya Nair and Rayan Tabatabai
Year 2:  Lee Coffey and Cordelia McNamara
Year3: Luke Pritchard and Esme McComb
Year4: Kaylei Mc Elvaney, Lee Cunningham and Ben Gratrix
Year 5: Macy Gillibrand and Vicky Shek
Year 6: Joe Coghlan, Madeleine Brady and Reece Hamer
Congratulations to all the children who made their Sacrament of Reconciliation at St Mary’s Church last week. Despite some distractions, the children were so prayerful and respectful in church and a credit to the school. Well done!

Well done to all our artistic Christmas card designers. The cards looked fantastic and so professional. Thank you for purchasing the cards and supporting the school. We raised over £350!

Our theme for Anti-bullying week was “Stop and Think-Words Can Hurt! During Anti-bullying week MJK (Make Jesus Known) performed their concert in the school hall, reminding us to be more like Jesus every day.

REMINDERS:
Once again we have the seasonal run of minor illnesses due to colds and sickness bugs. Please ensure that you ring the school first thing in the morning to report your child absent (a message can be left on the answer phone).
Please make sure any contagious infections or illnesses are reported to school immediately and the child is kept at home. We have pupils with a low immune system in school, whose parents need to be made aware of any infections which their child may be exposed to. We appreciate your co-operation in this matter.
In the event of adverse weather please check the school website and Salford’s City Council website (school closures) for information regarding whether school will be open or closed. If the playground is too dangerous to walk on, the main school entrance will be used and a notice will be placed on the school playground gates.
The school playground gate is locked each morning at 9am. The doors into school from the playground are closed when Mr Sabatino is stood at the gate. Any child who arrives after 8:55am must gain access to school with an accompanying adult via the main school office. Children in EYFS and KS1 are passed over to an adult at the end of the school day. Children in KS 2 who have not been collected by an adult are told to come back into school to KS2 resource area. At the end of the school day a member of staff from KS 2 checks that there are no KS2 children left unattended in the school playground. Please remind your children of these school procedures.
Please inform the school of any changes in circumstances ie phone numbers, change of address, or any relevant information which may impact on your child’s education and well-being. If for whatever reason you require additional school letters and school reports for each parent, please inform the school office.
Many thanks to all who considerately park away from the school’s main entrance. After submitting a request to Salford City Council to repaint the yellow markings outside school, we are still waiting for the council to carry out this work despite numerous phone calls by both Governors and staff. 
If you pay for school milk, please check with your child if they are having their milk each day. The staff remind the children to drink their milk, but a lot of milk is still being wasted and thrown away. Left over milk will be sent home with the children.
The draft Admissions Policy for the academic year 2013/14 is now available for consultation until February 2012. The draft Admissions Policy can be viewed at St Mary’s and St Mark’s Churches, the school’s website and the main school notice board in the school’s foyer. Any comments regarding the Admissions Policy can be made in writing to the Chair of Governors via St Mary’s RC Primary School.

Forthcoming Events
Thursday 5th January-school reopens at 8:55am
12th January – PTA meeting at 3:30pm
21st January- Bag packing at Morrisons Supermarket
5th February- Unit 4 of the Sacramental Programme Mass at 11:15am
17th February-Half term holidays
27th February- school reopens at 8:55am
Assembly dates: January18th- Y4; 25th- Y2; February 1st- Y1; 8th- Y6 and 15th-Y5.
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